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The  Urban  District  of  Oldbury. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1902. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Oldbury  Urban 
District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Fourth  Annual 
Report.  The  year  1902  has  been  a  busy  one  for  my 
department.  The  epidemics  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Measles 
have  given  us  considerable  work  and  anxiety,  fortunately 
these  were  not  of  the  virulent  type  that  they  usually 
assume,  the  mortality  not  having  been  so  high  as  is 
generally  experienced  in  epidemic  periods.  In  other  respects 
the  Flealth  ol  the  Town  has  been  fairly  satisfactory. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

GEO.  B.  BUTTERY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Kingston  House, 

Oldbury, 

Feb.  23rd,  1903. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  of  District. 

The  correct  area  of  the  District  of  Oldbury  is  3540  acres. 

Population. 

The  Population  of  the  District,  estimated  to  the  31st 
December,  1902,  is  25,600.  At  the  census,  in  April,  1901,  it 
was  25,191.  In  the  present  calculation  allowance  has  been  made 
for  the  natural  increase  accruing  during  the  21  months  which 
have  elapsed  since  the  date  of  the  census,  on  the  lines  laid 
down  by  the  Registrar  General,  which  gives  the  present  popu¬ 
lation  as  25,600. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses. 

There  have  been  215  new  houses  completed  and  occupied 
during  the  year.  This  number,  added  to  those  occupied  in  the 
previous  year,  gives  a  total  of  5558  inhabited  houses  at  31st 
December,  1902.  A  population  of  25,600  as  stated  above,  gives 
4'6  for  each  inhabited  house  in  the  district. 

Birth-rate. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  1902  was 
984,  497  males  and  487  females,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  38 ’4  per 
thousand  per  annum.  This  is  higher  than  that  of  the  previous 
year,  when  the  birth-rate  was  357  per  thousand.  Our  birth¬ 
rate  continues  to  be  very  much  higher  than  that  of  England 
and  Wales  generally,  which  shews  a  birth-rate  of  28-6  per 
thousand  per  annum.  We  must,  therefore,  consider  that  our 
birth-rate  is  very  satisfactory,  especially  as  in  a  great  many 
places  in  the  country  the  birth-rate  shews  considerable  falling 
off,  and  this  is  giving  rise  to  discussion  to  account  for  the 
decline,  and  also  what  steps  can  be  taken  to  prevent  it  falling 
lower. 
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Death-rate. 

The  death-rate  may  again  be  considered  fairly  satisfactory, 
for  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  town  has  been  visited  by  a 

severe  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  during  1902,  and  also  by  a 

mild  outbreak  of  Measles,  the  death-rate  is  slightly  lower  than 
that  of  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  deaths  registered 
during  the  year  was  432,  which  gives  a  death-rate  of  167, 

against  i6'8  in  the  previous  year.  The  death-rate  has  doubtless 
been  influenced  by  the  absence  of  the  usual  number  of  deaths 
from  diarrhoea  which  generally  prevails  in  the  summer  months, 
and  also  by  the  improved  sanitary  condition  of  the  town  gener¬ 
ally.  We  may,  therefore,  hope  that  as  the  sanitary  improve¬ 
ments  are  carried  out  even  the  present  mortality  rate  may 

be  considerably  lessened. 

Infantile  Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year  has  been 
141,  which  gives  a  death-rate  of  143  per  thousand  of  children 
born.  This  is  the  lowest  rate  of  infantile  mortality  ever 
recorded  in  Oldbury.  In  the  previous  year  the  infantile 
mortality  was  188  per  thousand  of  children  born,  which  was 
considered  an  improvement  on  the  mortality  rates  which  had 
prevailed  for  several  previous  years.  Although  the  infantile 
mortality  throughout  England  and  Wales  generally  has  been 
low,  we  may  congratulate  ourselves  that  we  have  experienced 
such  an  improvement  in  this  important  matter.  We  are  there¬ 
fore  led  to  hope  that  in  the  future  our  infantile  mortality  will 
never  be  so  high  as  it  has  been  in  the  past.  To  help  to  bring 
about  this  desired  result  your  Council  has,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  County  Council,  appointed  a  Lady  Health  Missioner, 
one  of  whose  chief  duties  is  to  afford  instruction  and  assist¬ 
ance  to  the  mothers,  especially  the  younger  ones,  how  to 
nurse,  clothe,  suitably  feed,  and  otherwise  attend  to  their 
children  in  a  proper  manner. 

Zymotic  Deaths. 

In  spite  of  the  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  that  has  pre¬ 
vailed  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  our  zymotic  death-rate 
is  not  very  much  higher  than  that  of  the  previous  year,  being 
in  fact  27  per  thousand  against  2'2  in  1901,  when  there  was 
no  epidemic  of  any  kind.  There  were  31  deaths  from  scarlet 
fever,  15  from  measles,  6  from  typhoid  fever,  1  from  diphtheria, 
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and  i  from  croup.  There  were  only  8  deaths  registered 
during  the  year  from  diarrhoea,  which  is  a  very  unusual 
experience,  and  these  were  all  in  children  under  the  age  of 
i  year. 

Phthisis  and  Respiratory  Deaths. 

There  have  been  15  deaths  from  phthisis  during  the  year, 
being  two  more  than  in  the  previous  year,  giving  a  phthisis 
death-rate  of  -58  per  thousand.  This,  though  not  a  very  high 
mortality  compared  with  other  parts  of  the  country,  where  the 
people  live  under  similar  conditions  to  those  existing  in  Oldbury, 
we  yet  hope  that  this  will  be  materially  lessened  in  the  future, 
especially  as  we  shall  now  be  able  to  participate — thanks  to 
the  public  spirit  manifested  by  certain  of  the  leading  men  in 
the  town  in  helping  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  successful  result — 
in  the  now  established  Sanatorium  for  Consumption  in  the  county. 
There  is  no  longer  any  doubt  as  to  the  efficacy  of  the  open 
air  treatment  of  this  fell  disease,  but  this  treatment  must  be 
followed  up  by  insisting  that  the  patients  shall,  after  their 
return  home,  be  placed  under  more  healthful  conditions. 

The  Respiratory  Deaths  have  been  practically  about  the 
same  as  in  1901,  viz.,  a  death-rate  of  3*6  against  3’5.  The 
mildness  of  the  weather  doubtless  played  an  important  part, 
especially  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  when,  as  a  rule, 
deaths  from  these  causes  are  so  frequent  and  numerous. 

Cancer  Deaths. 

There  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  deaths  from  cancer 
during  the  year,  the  death-rate  from  this  cause  being  '6  per 
thousand  against  ’4  in  the  previous  year.  The  disease  has  not 
been  restricted  to  any  particular  part  of  the  town,  but  there 
were  most  cases  in  the  Central  Ward  and  fewest  in  Warley. 
The  exact  figures  will  be  found  in  Table  IV. 


TABLE  I. 


REGISTERED  BIRTHS. 

REGISTERED  DEATHS. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

497 

487 

984 

240 

192 

432 
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Table  I.,  as  in  former  reports,  gives  the  total  births  and 
deaths  during  the  year.  There  were  io  more  males  born  than 
females,  while  there  were  48  more  male  deaths  than  female 
deaths. 


TABLE  II. 


Birth-rate,  38  4 
Nett  death-rate,  167 
Infantile  Mortality,  143 
Small-pox  death-rate,  o-o 
Diphtheria  and  Membranous 
Croup  death-rate,  0^07 
Fever  death-rate,  C23 
Enteritis  death-rate,  0  38 


Phthisis  death-rate,  078 
Measles  death-rate,  078 
Scarlatina  death-rate,  i'2 
Zymotic  death-rate,  27 
Whooping  Cough  death-rate,  O'O’] 
Respiratory  death-rate,  3'6 
Diarrhoea  death-rate,  07 
Cancer  death-rate  o-6 


Table  II.,  as  in  former  years,  is  a  synopsis  of  the  births 
and  principal  causes  of  deaths  during  the  year  1902,  and  it 
therefore  affords  a  good  idea  of  the  health  of  the  town  generally. 


TABLE  III. — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year  1902. 
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■The  Infectious  Hospital  is  situated  in  Rounds  Green  Ward. 
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TABLE  III. 

This  Table  gives  the  whole  of  the  infectious  cases  notified 
during  the  year,  arranged  under  stated  age  periods,  and  also 
in  the  districts  where  they  occurred 


TABLE  IV. — Causes  of ,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1902. 


Deaths  in  Whole  District  at 
Subjoined  Ages. 

Deaths  in  Localities 
(at  all  ages). 

Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages. 

Under 

1  year. 

1  and 
under  5. 

vn 

*-< 

S  *- 

rt  <u 

15  and 
under  25. 

1  - 
-d  ^ 

1  C  j- 
;  rt  4 j 

-n 

65  and 
upwards. 

Broadwell 

Ward. 

Central 

Ward. 

Rounds 

Green  Ward 

Langley 

Ward. 

Warley 

Ward. 

Small-Pox 

Measles 

15 

3 

I  I 

I 

... 

•  .. 

7 

2 

5 

I 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

31 

21 

9 

I 

... 

5 

I  I 

10 

1 

4 

Whooping-Cough 
Diphtheria  and  Mem- 

2 

2 

... 

I 

... 

I 

branous  Croup 

2 

I 

I 

... 

1 

... 

I 

Croup  ... 

... 

... 

(  Typhus 

... 

... 

... 

Fever-j  Enteric 

6 

2 

I 

3 

.  .  . 

1 

3 

1 

I 

{  Other  continued 

.  .  . 

... 

.  .  . 

. . . 

... 

... 

Epidemic  Influenza  ... 

2 

I 

I 

. . . 

2 

Cholera 

•  •  • 

... 

. . . 

.  •  • 

.. 

Plague  ... 

... 

... 

... 

Diarrhoea 

8 

8 

.  •  . 

3 

2 

. . . 

3 

Enteritis 

10 

7 

2 

1 

... 

1 

2 

2 

3 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

... 

. . . 

Erysipelas 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Other  Septic  Diseases... 

1 

•  •  • 

I 

1 

. , . 

Phthisis 

Other  Tubercular 

v 

3 

6 

6 

... 

4 

4 

3 

1 

3 

Diseases 

Cancer,  Malignant 
Diseases 

8 

6 

1 

I 

1 

3 

1 

3 

17 

... 

H 

3 

3 

6 

3 

4 

1 

Bronchitis 

46 

12 

5 

... 

IO 

19 

7 

II 

18 

8 

2 

Pneumonia 

48 

7 

25 

2 

2 

1 1 

I 

10 

14 

15 

6 

3 

Pleurisy 

Other  Diseases  of  Res- 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

piratory  Organs 
Alcoholism  ) 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  \ 

9 

I 

7 

I 

2 

2 

2 

3 

... 

Venereal  Diseases 

... 

Premature  Birth 
Diseases  and  Accidents 

20 

20 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5 

4 

7 

2 

2 

of  Parturition 

4 

I 

3 

1 

1 

I 

1 

Heart  Diseases 

26 

2 

I 

13 

9 

3 

7 

3 

7 

6 

Accidents 

8 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

Suicides 

2 

. .  • 

I 

1 

1 

1 

All  other  Causes 

152 

71 

12 

3 

2 

30 

36 

40 

23 

38 

32 

19 

All  Causes 

432 

141 

78 

24 

17 

IOO 

73 

88 

IOI 

no  I 

so 

53 

!) 

TABLE  IV. 

In  this  Table  all  the  deaths  of  the  year  are  given  under 
the  headings  of  the  disease  which  was  registered  as  the  primary 
cause  of  death  in  each  case. 

The  Scarlet  Fever  Epidemic. 

During  the  past  year  the  town  has  been  visited  by  one  of 
those  epidemics  which  make  their  appearance  from  time  to  time, 
and  although  scarlet  fever  never  entirely  disappears  from  our 
midst,  there  are  regular  recurring  periods  when  the  disease 
assumes  an  epidemic  character.  In  this  the  experience  of 

Oldbury  coincides  with  that  of  every  other  community. 

In  the  early  part  of  1902  there  were  sporadic  cases  in  two 
or  three  of  the  wards,  but  at  the  end  of  May  the  disease 

began  to  manifest  itself  in  a  much  more  serious  manner,  and 
in  June  it  assumed  the  proportions  of  a  severe  epidemic. 

The  disease  first  made  its  appearance  on  the  eastern  boundary 
of  the  township,  and  was  distinctly  traced  to  children  attend¬ 
ing  schools  outside  our  area,  where  the  disease  was  very 
prevalent  at  the  time.  Every  possible  precaution  was  taken  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  as  far  as  lay  in  our  power. 

The  children  attacked  were  at  once  isolated  at  home, 

other  members  of  the  family  of  school  age  were  immediately 
stopped  attending  school,  either  in  our  own  district  or  any  of 
the  adjoining  districts.  The  houses,  clothing,  bedding,  etc., 

were  properly  disinfected,  but  in  spite  of  all  our  efforts  the 
disease  continued  to  spread.  Therefore  in  the  month  of  July  I 
deemed  it  advisable  to  recommend  the  closing  of  certain 

schools  in  the  district.  I  am  now  fully  convinced  that  by 
taking  this  step  we  did  curtail  the  spread  of  the  disease  to 
a  very  considerable  extent.  This  fact  was  shewn  by  the  falling 
off  in  the  number  of  the  cases  notified  from  three  of  the 
districts  as  soon  as  the  schools  were  closed,  and  intercom¬ 
munication  was  stopped  by  preventing  the  children  from 
different  neighbourhoods  meeting  together,  the  disease  thus 
ceased  to  spread,  such  especially  was  the  case  with  regard  to 
Langley,  Broad  well,  and  Warley. 

This  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  Table  III.,  which  shews 

the  total  number  of  cases  in  each  ward.  In  the  Langley 

Ward,  which  is  essentially  a  residential  district,  the  disease  was 
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mitigated  in  a  great  measure,  and  this  is  proved  by  there 
having  been  only  76  cases  in  that  ward  during  the  year. 
While  in  Warley  Ward  there  were  only  38  cases,  and  these 
were  chiefly  in  the  Rood  End  part  of  the  ward,  which  borders 
on  the  eastern  boundary  where  the  disease  was  prevalent,  in 
fact  there  were  only  12  cases  in  what  I  should  designate  as 
Warley  proper  during  the  whole  year.  As  soon  as  the  schools 
were  re-opened  there  was  a  recrudescence  of  the  disease, 
especially  in  the  Broadwell  Ward. 

The  total  number  of  scarlet  fever  cases  notified  during  the  year 
was  518,  with  31  deaths.  Therefore,  although  there  was  a  large 
number  of  cases,  the  mortality  was  not  so  high  as  is  usually 
the  case  in  severe  outbreaks  of  the  disease.  The  case  mortality 
being,  in  fact,  a  little  less  than  6  per  cent,  of  the  children 
attacked.  The  mortality  was  chiefly  in  children  under  five 
years  of  age.  These  figures  once  again  demonstrate  that  the 
most  fatal  period  of  life  in  this  disease  is  in  the  earlier  years 
of  childhood. 

There  were  71  instances  of  houses  having  2  cases  in  each 
family,  26  that  had  3  cases,  and  12  with  4  cases  in  each  house. 
In  a  number  of  these  the  second  and  even  the  third  case  had 
developed  before  we  received  any  notification.  This  was  in  a 
great  measure  due  to  the  fact  that  no  medical  attendance  was 
requisitioned  until  two  or  three  were  down  with  the  disease. 
During  the  epidemic  a  number  of  cases  came  to  my  knowledge 
where  children  had  had  the  complaint  in  a  mild  form  and 
where  no  medical  man  had  been  called,  the  parents  pleading 
in  excuse  that  they  did  not  think  the  child  or  children  had 
had  anything  serious  the  matter  with  them,  but  I  found  the 
children  peeling,  which  proved  they  had  suffered  from  scarlet 
fever.  It  is  doubtless  in  many  instances  due  to  these  mild 
cases  that  the  disease  is  ispread.  Therefore,  whenever  there  is 
any  outbreak  of  any  infectious  disease,  the  parents  should  in 
every  case  where  a  child  is  taken  ill,  however  slight  it 
may  appear,  call  in  medical  assistance;  this  would,  I  feel  sure, 
help  us  to  stamp  out  the  disorder  much  quicker  than  we  have 
been  able  to  do. 

I  have  warned  the  people  against  keeping  these  matters 
secret,  and  pointed  out  to  them  that  they  are  liable  to  be 
prosecuted  for  so  doing.  In  the  handbill,  which  is  now  sent 
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to  each  case,  the  instructions  are  fully  given  how  to  treat  each 
patient,  and  the  care  to  be  taken  by  the  other  members  of  the 
infected  household.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  public  will  help 
us  to  eradicate  this  disease  by  observing  the  precautions  I 
have  advised. 


Typhoid  Fever. 

Thirty-two  cases  of  Typhoid  were  reported  during  the  year, 
6  of  which  were  fatal.  This  disease  was  therefore  more  preva¬ 
lent  than  in  the  previous  year,  when  there  were  only  n  cases, 
with  i  death.  This,  as  I  stated  in  my  last  annual  report,  was 
unusual  in  Oldbury  experience,  and  it  was  almost  too  much  to 
hope  that  we  should  continue  to  have  so  small  a  number  of 
Typhoid  cases  in  consecutive  years.  Still,  we  do  hope  that  now 
that  the  sewers  of  the  town  have  been  re-arranged  that  the 
disease  will  be  gradually  lessened,  and  that  the  labours  of  the 
sanitary  department  will  be  rewarded  by  the  abolition  of  this 
dreaded  complaint.  Nine  of  the  cases  were  treated  at  the 
Newbury  Lane  Hospital,  and  they  all  made  good  recoveries. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. 

There  have  been  4  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified,  with  1 
fatality  ;  2  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  Broadwell  Ward,  1  in 
Langley,  and  1  in  Warley.  Fortunately  this  disease  does  not 
seem  to  gain  much  hold  in  Oldbury.  There  were  2  cases  of 
Membranous  Croup,  1  of  which  was  fatal. 

Measles. 

There  was  an  outbreak  of  Measles  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
year,  but  as  we  have  not  adopted  the  notification  of  this  disease 
we  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  exact  extent  of  any 
outbreak,  but  that  there  were  a  good  many  cases  is  proved  by 
the  mortality,  as  is  shewn  by  the  death  returns.  From  these 
it  appears  that  there  were  15  deaths.  In  December  I  advised 
the  closing  of  certain  of  the  schools,  with  the  result  that  the 
disease  was  almost  immediately  checked  and  very  quickly 
disappeared. 

Water  Supply. 

There  have  been  16  wells  closed  during  the  year  on  the 
grounds  of  unfitness  of  the  water  for  drinking  purposes.  189 
houses  have  been  connected  with  the  mains  of  the  South 
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Staffordshire  Water  Company.  There  has  been  a  plentiful 
supply  with  water  of  good  quality  from  the  above-named 
company  throughout  the  town. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

The  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  have,  during  the  year,  been 
regularly-  visited,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  conditions 
of  these  sources  of  our  milk  supply  are  in  a  much  improved 
state  to  what  they  were  a  few  years  ago.  The  farmers  them¬ 
selves  acknowledge .  the  good  effects  resulting  from  the  action 
of  the  Sanitary  Committee  in  insisting  on  the  improvements 
being  carried  out.  The  animals  are  healthier,  and  even  from  a 
financial  point  the  farmers  have  themselves  been  benefited. 

The  Night-Soil  and  Scavenging. 

The  work  in  these  departments  have  been  carried  out  in 
a  satisfactory  manner.  There  have  been  very  few  complaints 
of  the  way  the  men  have  done  the  work.  The  greatest  trouble 
has  been  in  connection  with  the  dumb-wells.  This  is  a  difficult 
matter  to  deal  with,  and  anyone  having  any  experience  of  the 
work  can  make  allowance  for  any  slight  defect  in  carrying 
it  out.  The  Sanitary  Committee  are  using  every  endeavour 
to  get  their  proposed  sewerage  scheme  completed,  and  are  only 
waiting  the  consent  of  the  Local  Government  Board  to  begin 
the  work  forthwith,  when  these  temporary  methods  will  be 
immediately  abolished.  The  amount  of  work  done  in  these 
departments  will  be  found  detailed  in  the  Sanitary  Officer’s 
report. 

The  Sewers. 

The  principal  Sewers  in  the  town  have  been  relaid  on 
improved  foundations,  and  on  better  lines  than  was  formerly 
the  case.  In  carrying  out  the  alterations  the  contractor  in 
several  instances  met  with  considerable  difficulties  which  hindered 
the  work  for  some  time,  but  these  were  eventually  overcome, 
and  the  work  wTas  finished  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  official  in 
charge  and  of  the  Consulting  Engineer  (Mr.  Eayrs).  In  carrying 
out  these  improvements  of  our  sewrage  system  I  am  confident 
the  Council  adopted  a  wise  public  policy,  and  one  which  must 
most  assuredly  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town 
generally. 
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Factories  and  Workshops. 

124  Workshops  and  Factories  have  been  registered  during 
the  year.  This  is  entailing  considerable  work  on  our  depart¬ 
ment,  as  each  of  these  places  of  employment  has  to  be 
supervised.  This  must  eventually  benefit  those  who  have  to 
follow  their  employment  in  these  places,  as  we  have  to  see  that 
the  conditions  under  which  they  labour  shall  be  satisfactory. 

I  have  once  again  to  thank  the  Council  for  appointing  me 
as  a  delegate  to  the  Sanitary  Congress  which  was  held  at 
Exeter  in  July  last.  The  work  of  the  Congress  was  full  of 
interest  and  instruction  to  myself. 

I  append  the  Sanitary  Officer’s  report. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

GEO.  B.  BUTTERY,  L.R.C.P.,  &c., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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The  Urban  District  Council  of  Oldbury. 


Che  Annual  Report  of  the  Sanltarp  Inspector. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
sanitary  work  done  in  the  district  during  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1902. 

I  have  to  record  with  some  satisfaction  the  marked  change 
which  is  taking  place  in  the  health  conditions  of  the  town 
and  district,  and  especially  has  this  been  so  during  the  past 
year. 

Our  work  has  very  greatly  increased,  and  has  become 
more  varied  in  character.  Our  attention  and  efforts  have  been 
directed  to  the  conditions  of  dwellings  and  their  surroundings  in 
which  the  poorer  parts  of  the  people  live.  We  have  visited 
from  time  to  time  these  homes  and  have  found  that  the 
occupants  do  not  realise  the  necessity  of  following  a  real  and 
true  course  of  cleanly  existence.  Their  habits  are  such  that 
they  violate  every  household  sanitary  law,  and  make  their 
homes  the  nurseries  of  disease  by  allowing  the  houses,  bed¬ 
rooms  not  excepted,  to  be  the  receptacles  of  rubbish,  to  the 
exclusion  of  proper  air-space  and  ventilation,  and  should  there 
be  proper  apertures  for  fresh  air  these  invariably  are  choked 
by  old  clothes  or  other  filthy  media,  thus  adding  to  the  in¬ 
sanitary  conditions  already  prevailing. 

We  have  also  taken  some  pains  to  ascertain  the  numbers 
in  occupation,  that  as  far  as  possible  we  might  check  over¬ 
crowding,  but  this  work  is  so  uncertain  in  its  character,  there 
being  no  definite  statute  with  regard  to  overcrowding,  although 
there  is  a  fixed  cubical  space  for  individual  workers  in  the 
Factory  and  Workshops  Acts.  We  have  dealt  with  5  cases  of 
overcrowding. 

With  regard  to  the  general  repairs  and  cleanliness  of 
dwellings,  our  main  object  has  been,  as  far  as  possible,  to  make 


them  habitable,  and  to  give  more  light  and  free  air,  and  in 
these  particulars  we  have  caused  127  houses  to  undergo  neces¬ 
sary  alterations  and  repairs,  and  138  have  been  cleansed  and 
limewashed,  7  having  been  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation.  The 
aforementioned  works  are  altogether  apart  from  those  rendered 
necessary  by  reason  of  infectious  disease. 

Sanitary  Conveniences. 

We  are  following  a  regular  course  with  regard  to  the  old 
privy  middens  which  exist  in  the  district,  and  by  every 
circumstance  possible  are  causing  them  to  be  converted  into 
good  and  sufficient  water  closets,  and  by  these  means  we  hope 
to  effect  a  palpable  change  in  the  surroundings  of  those 
dwellings  which  have  premises  of  small  area  and  contracted 
space,  and  thus  better  the  sanitary  and  social  conditions  of 
those  who  inhabit  these  properties.  We  have  caused  25 
additional  water  closets  to  be  provided,  and  83  converted  from 
old  privies  to  water  closets,  while  72  privies  and  ashpits  have 
been  re-constructed  or  repaired. 

House  Drains. 

We  have  been  engaged  in  the  continuous  work  of  drain 
inspection,  and  have  had  numbers  of  defective  drains  taken  up 
and  relaid,  and  where  traps  were  broken  or  ineffective  they 
have  been  removed  and  proper  syphon  gullies  fixed,  but  the 
fact  remains  that  however  we  may  supervise  the  connections  or 
drainage  the  people  do  not  interest  themselves  so  as  to  keep 
the  traps  and  gullies  clean,  but  allow  them  to  become  the 
receptacles  of  all  kinds  of  rubbish,  and  thus  cause  them  to  be 
offensive  and  insanitary.  There  have  been  128  drains  laid  or 
relaid,  and  68  cleansed,  trapped,  or  ventilated. 

Infectious  Disease. 

This  year  has  been  remarkable  for  the  number  of  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease  which  has  required  attention.  We  have  made 
enquiries  with  respect  to  592  cases,  and  have  taken  every 
necessary  precaution  we  could  to  check  the  spread  of  disease. 
We  have  visited  the  houses  to  know  the  conditions  of  isola¬ 
tion,  and  have  provided  a  supply  of  disinfectants  for  use  in  the 
infected  dwellings  and  premises.  We  have,  as  far  as  possible, 
given  instructions  how  to  deal  with  all  infected  clothing,  and 
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when  the  patient  has  been  removed  to  the  hospital,  or  has 
become  convalescent,  we  have  disinfected  all  bedding  and  clothing, 
and  have  fumigated  and  disinfected  the  house,  or  parts  thereof, 
which  has  been  followed  by  all  paper  being  stripped  from  walls 
and  ceilings,  and  a  thorough  washing  of  the  same  with  quick 
lime  wash. 

Thus  657  lots  of  bedding  and  clothing  have  been  disin¬ 
fected  or  destroyed,  and  320  houses  have  been  fumigated, 
disinfected,  and  cleansed,  according  to  the  instructions  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Water  Supply. 

We  are  continuing  our  efforts  in  this  direction,  and  are 
dealing  with  all  wells  about  which  there  is  any  suspicion. 
There  have  been  18  samples  of  water  taken  and  16  wells 
closed,  and  189  houses  have  been  supplied  from  the  water¬ 
works  during  the  year  in  the  Oldbury  and  Warley  districts. 


Factories  and  Workshops  Acts. 

This  work  is  now  being  followed  with  due  regularity,  and 
we  are  causing  all  workshops  and  workplaces  to  be  put  upon 
the  register,  and  are  calling  the  attention  of  the  owners  and 
occupiers  to  the  requirements  of  the  Acts.  We  have  now 
registered  125  workshops  and  workplaces,  and  are  giving  due 
regard  to  any  complaints  which  may  be  made  to  us  with 
respect  to  the  same. 

Scavenging. 

This  difficult  work  has  engaged  our  attention  continuously, 
and  we  have  caused  the  contractors  who  are  responsible  for  the 
carrying  out  of  their  respective  works  to  remove  all  excreta 
and  fecal  matter  expeditiously,  and  to  cause  the  receptacles  to 
be  left  as  cleanly  as  possible,  and  year  by  year  as  a  larger 
number  of  w.c’s  are  provided,  and  only  the  contents  of  the 
ashbins  have  to  be  removed,  the  yards  and  premises  will  be 
more  cleanly  and  the  health  conditions  of  the  township  will 
increase.  We  are  still  following  the  cleansing  and  disinfection 
of  courts  and  yards,  and,  where  possible,  causing  them  to  be 
partly  or  wholly  paved. 
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Canal  Boats  Inspection. 

I  beg  to  say  that  the  working  of  the  Acts  and  Regulations 
in  this  district  have  been  carried  out  with  regularity  and 
vigilance.  We  have  made  300  inspections  of  canal  boats  during 
the  year,  and  have  had  various  improvements  made  both  in 
the  structure  and  condition  of  the  boats  which  have  been 
overhauled  by  us.  There  have  been  59  contraventions  of  the 
Acts  and  Regulations,  the  majority  of  which  have  received 
attention  and  the  necessary  works  have  been  executed.  In 
the  cases  of  two  of  the  boats  they  were  in  such  a  dilapidated 
condition  that  it  was  impossible  to  make  them  fit  for  human 
occupation,  and  these,  after  my  representation  of  their  condi¬ 
tion  to  the  owners,  were  taken  from  the  registers.  The  following 
are  the  numbers  for  which  the  boats  were  registered  : — 996^ 
persons,  and  there  were  in  occupation  640  persons  of  adult  age, 
viz.,  488  males,  and  152  females  ;  there  were  181  children,  94 
being  of  school  age,  and  87  under  school  age.  In  the  table 


beneath  are  given 

the 

numbers 

and 

ages 

of  children  in 

occupation. 

Under 

Ages  ...  13  12 

11 

10 

9 

8 

7  6 

5  4 

3  2  1 

1  year. 

Girls  ...  0  3 

9 

3 

4 

4 

2  6 

4  9 

S  14  Q 

11 

Boys  ...  2  14 

6 

9 

6 

6 

OO 

3  7 

12  1 1  4 

5 

The  contraventions  have  been  more  numerous  than  in 
previous  years,  the  chief  being  absence  of  certificate,  over¬ 
crowding,  and  want  of  proper  cleanliness,  and  want  of  some 
system  whereby  the  master  of  the  boats  could  be  induced  to 
see  that  his  boat  was  properly  equipped  when  starting  on  a 
journey,  for  many  of  the  contraventions  are  caused  by  the 
carelessness  of  the  master  of  the  boats,  who  neglects  to  see 
whether  or  not  his  cabin  is  supplied  with  certificate  and 
proper  water  vessel. 

We  have  found  no  case  of  infectious  disease  in  any  of  the 
boats  during  the  year. 

I  append  a  summary  of  sanitary  work  completed  in  the 
district,  and  likewise  a  supplement  of  statistics  of  canal  boats 
inspection. 

Gentlemen, 

I  am,  your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  H.  ROBBINS, 
Sanitary  and  Canal  Boats  Inspector. 
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Tabular  Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  completed 
in  the  year  ending:  December  31st,  1902. 


No.  of  Complaints  ------ 

Notices  issued  for  the  Abatement  of  Nuisances 
Notices  complied  with  -  -  -  -  - 

Notices  outstanding  - 

Houses — 

Erected  ------- 

Repaired  ------ 

Closed  as  Unfit  for  Human  Habitation 
No.  Cleansed  and  Limewashed 

Overcrowding — 

Cases  Abated  ----- 

House  Drains — 

Drains  Laid  or  Re-laid  - 

Cleansed,  Trapped,  or  Ventilated 
Sink  Pipes  properly  Disconnected 
Lavatories  or  Urinals  Built  or  Repaired 
Number  of  Dumb-wells  Rectified 

Water  Closets — 

No.  of  Additional  W.C’s  provided 
No.  Repaired,  Ventilated,  or  Supplied  with  Flush 
Cisterns  ------ 

Privies  and  Ashpits  — 

No.  of  Additional  Privies  and  Ashpits  provided  : 

Privies  ------ 

Ashpits  ------ 

No.  Converted  to  W.C's  or  Slop  Closets 
No.  Re-constructed  or  Repaired 

Scavenging — 

No.  of  Houses  from  which  Refuse  is  Removable 
No.  of  Privies  and  Ashpits  Cleansed  - 


No. 
2  ^ 
406 

391 

15 


2 1 5 
127 

7 

138 


128 

68 

6 

4 

2 


2; 


4 

4 

83 


72 


5626 

19307 
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Offensive  Trades —  No. 

No.  under  Observation  ....  2 

Water  Supply — 

No.  of  Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  -  18 

No.  of  Wells  Closed  as  Polluted  -  -  -  16 

No.  of  Houses  Supplied  from  Water  Works  during 

the  Year  -  -  -  -  -  -189 

Slaughter-Houses — 

Registered  or  Licensed  ...  6 

No.  Regularly  Inspected  ....  6 

No.  Cleansed  or  Repaired  ...  6 

Factories  and  Workshops — 

No.  under  Inspection  -  -  -  -  -  124 

No.  of  Insanitary  Conditions  dealt  with  -  -  3 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds — 

No.  of  Persons  engaged  in  Milk  Trade  now  on  Register 


and  under  Supervision  36 

No.  of  Contraventions  of  Acts,  Orders,  and  Bye-laws 

dealt  with  ------  2 

Lodging-Houses — 

Registered  ......  2 

Regularly  Inspected  ...  2 

Repaired,  Cleansed,  and  Limewashed  ...  2 

Animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a  Nuisance — 

No.  of  Cases  of  Removal  on  Notice  ...  4 

Offensive  Accumulations — 

Removal  of  Dung,  House  Refuse,  etc.  -  -  20 

Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease — 

No.  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Inquired  into  -  592 

Lots  ot  Bedding  and  Clothing  Disinfected  or  Destroyed  657 

No.  ot  Houses  Disinfected,  Stripped,  Cleansed,  and 

Limewashed  -  320 
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Canal  Boats’  Acts,  1877  and  1884. 

300  Canal  Boats  were  Inspected,  Registered  for  996  §  Adults. 

276  Canal  Boats  were  conforming  to  the  Acts  and  the  Local 
Government  Regulations. 

Total  Number  occupying  Cabins  of  Adult  Age  -  -  640 

Male  Adults  ------  488 

Female  Adults  -  -  -  -  -  152 

Children  of  School  Age  -----  94 

Boys  -------  59 

Girls  -------  35 

Children  under  School  Age  -----  87 

Boys  -------  39 

Girls  -------  48 

Details  showing  numbers  Infringing  the  Acts  and  Regulations — 

No.  of  Cases  No  of  Cases 

met  with.  remedied. 

8  Absence  of  Certificates  -----  8 

1  Certificate  not  Identifying  Owner  and  Boat  -  1 

1  Marking  -------  1 

9  Overcrowding  ------  9 

7  Cleanliness  -------  7 

1  Painting  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  1 

1  Ventilation  -------  1 

8  Dilapidation  -------  6 

6  Removal  of  Bilge  Water  -  -  -  -  6 

8  Without  Pumps  ------  o 

9  No  Proper  Water  Vessel  -  -  -  -  9 

59  Total  Cases  met  with.  Total  Cases  Remedied  49 

No.  of  Printed  Notice  forms  issued  -  -  -  -  24 

No.  of  Notices  attended  to  -  -  -  -  -  24 


